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OuT oF THE CoNSUITES OF YESTERYEAR COMES
THE THUNDER OF FILKSONG, A CLOUD OF POTATO
CHIPS AND A HEARTY “DEJA-VU!”

Travel forwand with us to those past cons when
fen werne fen and gas was cheap...
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POWDERBLOG BISCUITS, the biscuits that help shy fans

do what they must.
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VERSCIENCE FICTION& FANTASY

Presents

WELCOME

to two days of
fantastic science
fiction & fantasy!

VALLEY CON 7
is our biggest con
ever!

Sept. 11& 12

art and la¥|out

N Dy dragontly Id.
N

Major Motion Pictures, Films, computers,
Video games, Art show, Party room, over
50 Huckster tables, D&D tournament, and
a HUGE LAU A Banquet! food FOOD FOOD!

Dawn Schwartz
For further information on 1111 10th ave. So.
tables, rooms, etc., write to:  Fargo, ND 58102







Jjohm Varley

BY JOHN BARTELT

1 first encountered John Herbert Varley (Herb to his

friends, John to his book <covers) in his first
published story: "Picnic on Nearside" in the August,
1974 F&SF. The story was difficult to forget, but the
author’s name did slip my mind. I rediscovered him in
1977, while reading the Hugo nominees. He had a
couple of stories up that year for Best Novelette
("Gotta Sing, Gotta Dance" and "The Phantom of Kan-
sas", he lost to Asimov), and had already distin-
guished himself as being the first person ever to come
in second for the John W. Campbell Award twice. He
had two more stories nominated for Hugos in 1978
before winning both a Hugo and a Nebula for "The
Persistence of Vision" in 1979. Since then, he’s had
other works nominated for Hugos and Nebulas, including
his novels TITAN and WIZARD.

He has said, "I believe that people will all benefit
when any group is allowed to break out of the
limitations imposed on them at birth." That philoso-
phy is reflected in his amazing Eight Worlds Series
(which includes his first novel, THE OPHIUCHI HOT-
LINE); another series involving Anna-Louise Bach, a
iolice Chief on the Moon (she plays a small rolé in
is recent story "Blue Champagne"): hi i
(TITAN, WIZARD, and the nog get zélea:egIBESON§fi;i§g
other intriguing stories. Many of these have been
collected in two anthologies, THE PERSISTENCE OF
VISION and THE BARBIE MURDERS. His other postulate is
that one of the main points of science fiction is "to
speculate, and realize your speculations will miss the
@ark by a wide margin. Because the future (beyond
Just the next few years) 1is totally imponderable."
Varley has speculated, and while his futures may or

may not be on the mark, they would be extraordinarily
interesting places to live.

What about John Varley the man? Well, he was born in
Texas, and is stereotypically tall. He’s in his

thirties, and 1I’ve heard women describe him as "a

hunk." He’s also quite soft-spoken. Nowadays he
lives in Oregon with his wife and children. When he’s
not writing, he collects stamps (American) and tropi-
cal fish. He has also confessed a weakness for
electronic games, but an even greater fondness for
old-fashioned pinball. He’s left-handed, and we all
know about those kind of people.

He’s also a feminist. His stories show it, all the
time. No, his women aren’t always strong, perfect
heroines, but then neither are his men. He has
created plenty of female protagonists able to cope
with whatever life throws at them. And in a  John
Varley story, life can throw some pretty odd things.
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THE MILWAUKEE SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY CONVENTION
MAY 21, 22,23, 1982 — THE ASTOR HOTEL
PRO GUEST OF HONOR * MARION ZIMMER BRADLEY
FAN GUEST OF HONOR ~ GEORGE (ADVENT) PRICE
REGISTRATION: $10 UNTIL APRIL 16 —— $15 THEREAFTER
X-CON, PO. BOX 7, MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53201-0007
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Spider
Robinson

BY [GIrY Stearns

I went to the airport to pick up Barfy Smotroff. He

arrived for Minicon with three friends - David
Emerson, Asenath Hammond, and Spider Robinson - none
of whom I had heard before. By Sunday all 1 really

knew of Spider was that he is a good musician, and a
lot of fun.

A couple of years later he came back to a Minicon as
Fan Guest of Honor. By then he had published a lot of
stories, and a novel or two. There he showed his
talent as a speaker (see TIME TRAVELERS STRICTLY
CASH). To date he has published several story collec-—
tions, and edited another. He’s written book reviews
(see DESTINIES), and songs (see ANTINOMY), and in
praise of Robert Heinlein and Edgar Pangborn (two of
my personal favorites, too). But still, I can read
his works anytime. When I see him at a Con I hope for
a chance to make some music with him.

Spider says that he wrote about what he knew about -
drinking - and subsequently sold the first of the
Callahan’s Place stories, "The Guy With the Eyes." 1In
later Callahanecdotes he still writes about what he
knows about - caring. He believes that humans will
actually get their shit together one day, and things
will begin to make sense at last. And in the stories
he writes, and the music he plays, and the happy look
of life on his face -- by Jake == he can convince you
of it too. "When you share joy there’s more of it."
So this weekend, share a 1little music with Spider

Robinson, and go home with a lot of joy.

DID \lou HEAR THE
. ONE VABOUT THE
PFLY?
BuUT SERICUSLY -+

ﬂ 5\3\\:\:\.’.;‘, .
‘I L,

)

~

Q: HOW MANY GOFERS DOES IT TAKE TO SCREW
IN A LIGHT BULB? *

Visit our Recruiting Station for the answer to

) this and other questions of Galactic Importance. Join

t the Gofer Corps and see the Con! Badgers and Life -
Guards needed!

* Actually, Regulation 1973.17 of the guidebook '"Laws
Pertaining to the Care and Maintenance of Runforits"
(a.k.a. Jane's Guide to Gofers) states that screwing
in lightbulbs is specifically excluded from gofers'
contracts.
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EI fain lanquade, and make” sure you undenstan
3 3 - ! I 7 ,
S Lower Level * your casg, 31’” even tell you if yyau dont
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Jonathan Adams
1912 W, Lake St., Minneapolis







“'m o 0‘:§ ] An evening with

S MM 2o !

> ) 1
31 L. NEIL SMITH
o —~Mmxg i ®
zQr << ‘
. Author of The Probability Broach,
3 2 g - g The Venus Belt and Their Majesties' Bucketeers

Z

HGm_ < = =
a0 sz0 Friday, April 30
.'ﬂx.<__ ,

Spz? 7 p.m., Airport Sheraton Hotel, Bloomington
23X P
; 208z Dinner and workshop ("Libertarianism as a
P <% Science Fiction Adventure") and
=0 cZ S conversation til...?

0
nG5 T 5 E $20 per person

gl

= . .

gig;o g & Send your check along with the coupon below to
&3 W S n Minnesota Libertarian Party, P.0. Box 774,
cyk.ﬁ c O Minneapolis 55440. Or call 623-0193 or 721-5875
M > 3 é to reserve your place.

x 1z2

> 5 M Enclosed is my check for $ . Please

wO Py reserve places for people.

Oy m3d ,

T o Name

a g § < Address

= : . .
= City State Zip
Phone number

——d

Check here if you are interested in

attending a four-hour seminar, "Self Defense
hz:lw;hi?;?? . Handguns for Women and Other People" to be
writte . . .
¢ 1953 Fables Publisning Co. 1 conducted by Neil Smith on Sunday, May 2.
c 1971 William Gaines ‘

| Check here if you are interested in
attending the Libertarian Party Convention,
1 Neil's Friday night workshop is the kick-

T e T off evenf of the convention, which runs
through Sunday morning.
WALLY WOOD . . i
Check here if you would like more infor-
June 17, 1927 - Nov. 3, 1981

mation on the Libertarian Party.
Menahga, MN LeAs, Calif.
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SO THEN.

WELCOME J0
SAINT PAUL ...

BY DAVID STEVER

Whether you’re here from South Minneapolis or
Evanston, Illinois, this is 1likely the first time
you’ve ever spent any time in Saint Paul, so let me
tell you about it.

Pigs Eye Parrant (he was Canadian, eh) wasn’t very
well liked by the Garrison at Fort Snelling, so when
he was thrown out, he walked down river and started a
little village here that was named after him. An
early Minnesota rah-rah type with no sense of humor

changed it to Saint Paul, and the rest is history (and
history is bunk, as Henry Ford used to say).

In travelling abroad in Saint Paul, remember
that as in travelling to Canada, a passport

or visa are not necessary, just carry your
birth certificate or valid driver’s license.

~example of a “St. Paul Joke’,
common in Twin Cities

Starting at the hotel, if the wind changes and the air
gets a little, er... ’fetid’, shall we say, that’s
just the Pigs Eye Sewage Treatment Plant downstream
(to the left as you face the river) of the city. It’s
just about the only acknowledgement of our civic

founder, so if he raises a stink once in a while,
maybe you’ll understand.

Across the street facing the River, you might notice a
small brick building looking like a subway kiosk to
you easterners - that’s the top of the county jail.
It‘s built into the river bluffs, and that’s the top
of perhaps an eight story complex.

A

/%,//{// ,," e

If you turn right upon leaving the hotel, the next
block is Saint Paul’s City Hall - one of the best
examples of Art Deco architecture in the nation.
Built fifty years ago, the interior is really grand:
the 1lobby is done in black marble, and is back-lit to
better show off the sixty-five foot statue of the
Indian God of Peace (carved from white Mexican onyx).
This still remains the largest onyx carving in the
world, and shouldn’t be missed. While over there,
check out the carved brass doors on the elevators,
too.

One more block in that direction (west) along Kellogg
Blvd. is the Minnesota Museum of Art, not as well
known as Minneapolis’ Walker Museum, but hey...
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